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News for Faculty and Staff at USF St. Petersburg

· H O

':,L _j Q_

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dean's Corner •
•
Bill Heller : Of conservation and interns •
••
••••••••••
I'm proud to announce that the ful trees that once accented the
•
campus r ecently received a whopping $30,000 rebate from Florida
Power Corp.
In one of the power company's
largest rebate~, USF St. Petersburg earned the money for our
exemplary conservation efforts.
We've significantly reduced the
amount of electrical energy we
used by replacing high-energy ·
eating incandesent light bulbs
with fluorescent lamps and electronic ballasts. And the improvements we've made to our air
handlers and pumps have led to
more efficient energy use.
·
We're also wasting less pa,per
and other products through
recycling. During the last year,
we've recycled more than 64 toils
of paper and 12 tons of cardboard!
Concrete and asphalt recycling
accounts for 125 tons.
We've addressed other environmental issues by safely disposing hazardous materials, such as
chemicals, used engine oil and
mineral spirits. All our underground storage tanks have either
been closed or removed.
We're applying fewer chemicals these days, using organic
fertilizers for insects and lawn
spraying instead. We no longer use
chlorine gas in our pool; we use a
safer substance called ozinator.
We've been tree huggers as.
well - we've saved all the beauti-

library parking lot before it was
closed for construction. The trees
went to a local tree farm for
nurturing and preservation, and
now they're back in all their glory.
Many thanks to Herro Bnimes,
Ron Bugg, JohnRandle and .all
others who made our award
possible. The rebate will be used to
h .e lp complete the seawall work in
front ofthe new library.
·
On another note, our summe.r
student interns are now on campus. You may recognize a few of
the interns from previous years,
and we 're glad to have them all.
The interns work in a variety of
capacities throughout our campus
offices, and provide us much
· assistance on a daily basis.
Please welcome.the following
interns to the campus: Kim
Addison, Charles Alexander,
Christina Allen, Tiffany Badger,
Angel Balloon, Charlene Bell,
Yashica Calin.ida, Donell Carey,
Earnest Crumbley, Anthony
Davis, Venita Dilworth, Deontray
Dixon, Clarence Jackson, Antonio
Johnson, Shaun Knight, Oliver
Lake, James Land, Fatimah Na·s h,
Gary Ross, Dwayne Smith, and
Rena Williams.
The students, heralding from
high schools in the area, will be
here until July 26. They will learn
about college life and hone their
employability skills.
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• Tower of power
If you've missed it, you may

need to get your eyes checked. The
campus now boasts a new landmark
- the last remaining Gandy Bridge
tower. It was moved to the campus
in the early morning hours of June
11 and now rest~ in front of Physical
Plant.
·
The bright yellow concrete-and
stucco tower, minus its red clay tile
roof~ was placed at the start of the
Bayboro Harbor peninsula that leads
to the marine science department.
The site was chosen in keeping with
the tower's history of serving as an
entrance marker to a waterway.
The tower was donated to the
campus by the Florida bepartment
of Transportation. The structure sat
in a DOT right-of-way in front of the
Banana Boat Bayside Sports Bar. The
tower was one of four that were
beacons to the original Gandy
Bridge. Two towers were located on
the Tampa side and the other two
were on the St. Petersburg side. All
reportedly were lantern-lit.
The campus will refurbish the
tower to its former glory. The leaky
and damaged roof, taken off during
the move, will be repaired and the
Go to next page please
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tower will again have light.
"We're thrilled to save yet another
historic structure and keep a piece of
early St. Petersburg intact," said Dean
Bill Heller.
Betty Irwin, a community volunteer, was committed to saving the
tower. She and her husband formerly
owned the land where the tower sat,
and Irwin alerted Heller that the tower
needed a new home. The campus
plans to try to get the tower listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places.
-

money, the student turns it in to the
teacher who finds out who lost it.
This moment of honesty is one the
teacher can. use as an example to the
class by having the students write a
short story about an example of
honesty in their lives. Or, the teacher
can use a current event to illustrate
the point and have students discuss it
in class and write about the issues in
their journals. The guidebook shows
teachers how to take it even further by
also using such incidents in math,
science and gym classes. The guide
e Ethics for kids
also lists books and videos that
Responsibility, honesty, respect
illustrate the concepts of life lessons.
and motivation - these are four.ideal
The Ethics Center will try to raise
ingredients that help build character.
funds and grassroots support from the
That's the concensus of Pinellas Coun- community to expand the program to
ty teachers, PTA members and
all grades throughout Pinellas public
schools.
memb ers of near1y 100 organizations
in the county who responded to a
Huntley wants to get the endorserecent survey by USF's Ethics Center.
ment of city councils, neighborhood
As a result, "Commitment to
associations and civic groups, and
Character" pilot programs for kinderespecially wants everyone involved
gartners and first-graders and fourthwith the schools- bus drivers,
and fifth-graders that stress these
principals, office staff and cafeteria
traits will be launched in several
workers- to buy into the concept.
public and private schools this fall.
All would serve as good character role
The program is designed by the Ethics models and help create a positive
Center.
environment for students.
Walsingham and Eisenhower
• Here's to your health
elementary schools are two pilot
A h ealth fair will be held on
schools for the program, says Robert
campus July 9 -10. The fair, run by
Huntley, education coordinator for
registered nurses who are seeking
their bach elors' degrees in nursing
the Ethics Center, which is compiling
a guidebook and other teaching
at USF St. Petersburg, will focus on
materials for the program. The book
wellness and safety.
will be more of a resource guide than
The nurses will provide free
a manual, says H untley, who notes
blood pressure checks and informathat many teachers already try to
tion on hypertension, cardiac risk
cover character development inforfactors and tuberculosis. Tips on
mally in their classrooms.
child and bicycle safety, and safety
"The idea we want to convey to
in the home, car and water will be
students is that character counts,"
available. Domestic violence,
parenting skills and substance
Huntley says. "We want to make the
words 'responsibility,' 'honesty,'
abuse information also will be
provided . The Red Cross, Coast
'respect,' and 'motivation' familiar to
all students because those words are
- Guard and St. Petersburg Fire
Department will have exhibits.
the anchors for many other ethical
concepts." By providing a common
The health fair runs from 10
vocabulary for children from a very
a.m. to 3 p.m. July 9, and from 4 young age, ethical behavior expecta8:30p.m. on July 10. Both sessions
tions and standards can be firmly
will be h eld in Davis Hall 108. The
grounded.
fair is free and open to the public.
Call th e Nursing office (3130) for
The guidebook stresses that when
an incident happens in class, good or
more information. .
bad, it can become a "teachable
• Alumni win again
moment." For instance, a student
USF's Pinellas County
Alumni Chapter was given the
finds a dollar bill on the floor of t:pe
Outstanding Chapter Award by
classroom. Rather than keeping the

USF's Alumni Association during its
annual meeting at Disney World in
May. This is the second time in three
years the chapter has aced this
category.
Coordinated by Lisa Wharton,
interim director of Advancement, the
chapter has done a remarkable job of
building relationships between USF
and its alumni in Pinellas over the
past several years. One of the
chapter's most exciting activities is
an internship program for students
in the campus's College of Business
Administration. Alumni chapter
leaders work with campus faculty
members to match local, small
businesses with groups of business
students who serve as consultants to
these organizations. Alumni mentors
help guide the students through the
consulting process so students have
an opportunity to apply their classroom studies to the business sector,
all the while assisting a small
business that may need a little h elp.
The Pinellas chapter hosted four
events this year, including a very
succesful Egyptian wine and food
tasting and a golf tournament.
Chapter members also assisted USF
in student recruitment and ret ention
by attending college nights and
awarding scholarships.
Community involvement is
another important element of the
chapter's programs. The chapter
hosted a breakast for local employers
who participated in the campus
Career Expo, and members volunteered at the "Get Downtown" music
series to help r aise money for a
campus scholarship.
• Your thoughts?
The Commencement Committee is
s till accepting ideas about the best
way to avoid overcrowding at future
graduation ceremonies. Although
ticket distribution is the committee's
top suggestion, they want to hear from
you and from as many students as
possible. Give Joneen Maczis a call at
9162 with your thoughts. All input
will be discussed at the next commencement meeting on Aug. 15

e

It's not Starbucks, but ...

In a panic for cappuccino but can't
leave campus to buy some? Not to
worry, a new coffee vending machine
in Davis Hall Lobby has a version of
the brew that's not bad in a pinch .
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··.-. ·········~ ·········· Having it all ....................... .
Margaret Swearingen combines work and family, but her priorities are clear

"Children live with you for a very a seizure, and the emergency room
Margaret Swearingen makes it
short time and then they go away,"
very clear: first, she's a mom. And
doctor told Margaret and Ralph that
she says. "So I do almost anything
she lives in what she calls the
Kevin might not live through the
"animal house." The mother of three
my kids have an interest in."
night. Fortunately he recovered,
That means her house is conalthough his memory loss caused
was just promoted to office manager
. stantly full of her children's friends
of Student Affairs. With her office
him to get behind in school. Now;
for s leepovers, pizza parties for the
however, he's playing basketball
tucked away in the CAC, you don't
entire basketball team, and live rats
often see the soft-spoken Margaret
again and is scouting colleges.
for that python to eat. None of it
around campus, but she's worked
Despite her troubles, Margaret's
fazes her.
here two years. Perhaps the quieter
faith was not shaken. "There are
"I've had enough trials in my life adverse things that happen to us
part of her life is at work- because
at home it's a zoo.
to make. me patient," Margaret says . that can be good in the long run,"
. That she has. Her daughter was
'We've got two ball pythons,
says Margaret, who also teaches
four corn snakes -two of which are hit by a car when she was 5 years .
Sunday School at Faith Covenant
old. The accident left Mandy with a
loose and lost in the house - and a
Church in St. Petersburg. 'We grow
Collie-Lab puppy," Margaret says
broken hip and leg, leading to a
in everything we do if we allow
with surprising calm. Her husband,
lengthy series of reconstructive and
ourselves to."
Ralph, is petrified of snakes.
plastic surgeries. When Mandy was
As her children grow and become
She is mother to Ryan, 10,
8, she spent 10 weeks in a body cast
more independent, Margaret has ·
at a Shriner's hospital in MinneapoMandy, 15 and Kevin, 17. Kevin,
begun focusing on her own hobbies,
. who will be a senior at St. Pete High lis, some 80 miles from where the
like gardening. She also works a few
family lived. Margaret could only see hours a week selling Mary Kay
in the fall, is in the International
her on weekends. When the surgerBaccalaureate program and a
Cosmetics, a job she likes. "It's a
ies were all over, Mandy had to learn warm organization, and there's no
varsity basketball player. Mandy,
how to walk again.
the social butterfly, is a varsity
limit to what you can do," she says.
squad cheerleader at Northeast
But that didn't stop Mandy,
"But what sold me on the job was the
High and was sophomore class
whose athletic abilities today belie
Mary Kay philosophy - that God is
president. Mandy also volunteers by the past. She recently injured her
first, your family is second and your ·
coaching budding cheerleaders for a
neck and back in a car accident and
career is third."
youth football league, and this fall
currently goes to physical therapy
Margaret feels she's grown in
will serve as a delegate to the
three times a week.
her current Student Affairs job as
"The only time she gets frusPinellas County School Board's
well. "I have a lot of freedom in my
trated now is when people say they
Student Rights and Responsibilities
job, and I love the work." She works
'can't' do something, like cartCouncil.
directly with Student Government
wheels," Margaret says. "Mandy
Ryan is the pet collector. "He's
and campus clubs, juggling all the
knows you can do it."
always talked about how much he
bookkeeping with frequent interrupMandy isn't the only Swearingen tions by students needing answers.
lov_e s animals," Margaret says. 'Who
knows, maybe he'll be a vet somechild to endure physical setbacks.
"I feel like this is a: very happenday." ·
When Kevin was a sophomore, he
ing place. It's nice to see all the new
She pauses, reflecting on her
was badly injured in a basketball
faces out to finish their education."
life.
game. His brain swelled and he had
- Deborah Kurelik

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
•They said it's your birthday
Happy birthday to Doris Wright,
July 1; Steve Micklo and Roger Stokes,
July 2; Gerry Whittaker, July 3; Greg
Tolly, July 4; David Costello and Sheri
Beaudreau, July 5; Bob Jolley, July 6;
Terry Rose and Deborah Kurelik, July 7;
Gert Anderson, July 16; Jose Torres, July
17; Frank Muller-Karger, July 18; Ham
Stirling, July 19; Debbie Haines, July 20;
Larry Langebrake, July 21; Juanita
Fountain, July 24; Ellas Owens and Sam
Peterson, July 25; Jennifer Patch, July
26; and Frank White, July 29.

• Students recognized
The Marine Science Department
recognized the achievements of 11
talented young marine scientists by
awarding them fellowships that
recognize the students' high achievement and scholarship.
The department announced the
fellowships on World Oceans Day, as
both events are an opportunity to
celebrate and raise awareness about
the role the world's oceans play in
our lives.
Oceans are the regulator of the

world's climates, and provide more
oxygen than the rain forests. More ·
than 70 percent of our planet's
surface is covered by water in a
system of rivers, lakes and seas that
are, in effect, linked together to form
one big ocean.
USF's marine science fellowship
recipients are studying the oceans'
special needs so that we can understand how to become better stewards
of our oceans . The preservation of
the marine system is an important
goal of oceanographic science.

·····~······~·····················································

How They're Spending Their
husband flew to New Orleans for a
long weekend in May. They caught
Summer Vacations:
Steve Ritch, student affairs, and part ofthat city's famous jazz festival.
-his wife will tour some of the
nation's national parks out West.
Bill Heller, campus dean, -and his
They plan to camp in the Grand
wife are going to Atlanta for the
Faculty and Staff
Canyon and trek from Utah to
Olympic volleyball matches. They
Wyoming.
also
plan to see the Cezanne exhibiM. Charle~e Long, nursing,
Renee Hoffman, education, will
tion
in
Philadelphia if at all possible.
and Margaret A. Hewitt, education,
visit her son, daughter-in-law and
Sudsy
Tschiderer, advancement,
presented "Comparison of Health
6-year old grandchild in Montclair,
is Olympic-bound as well, but
Promoting Behaviors and Health
New Jersey. They will spend a few
headed to Orlando where women's
Values in College of Nursing and
days in the Catskill Mountains, and and men's soccer matches will be
Education Students Upon Entry and
prepare for the upcoming birth of
played.
at Completion of the Upper-Level
Renee's new grandchild.
Speaking of the Olympic games
· Program" at the National League for
Deborah Kurelik, advancem_e nt, Antonio Johnson, one of our summer
Nursing Council for Research in
and her husband drove to Savannah student interns, was ~?elected as an
Nursing Education's annual convenOlympic usher/greeter. He will spend
for sightseeing and the live taping
tion in San Antonio, Texas, in Januthree weeks in Atanta working full .
of Garrison Keillor's Prairie Home
ary.
Comp-anion show.
time with the Olympic Committee,
Mike Killenberg, mass comperforming a variety of duties
Herm Brames, administration,
munications, was part of a media
and his wife flew to Indianapolis for associated with the games. Antonio,
panel June 18-for the Florida Huwho will be a senior at Osceola High,
their niece's wedding, and also
says he is very excited about this ·
visited with family in Terre Haute.
manities Council's Center for TeachJerry Notaro, library, is going to opportunity. As an athlete who plays
ers summer program in Tampa.
on Osceola's track, football and
Killenberg discussed ways to incorpo- New York City to make a presentabasketball teams, Antonio is looking
tion during the American Library
rate alternative voices in media
Association's meeting; while he is in forward to seeing the basketball and
coverage.
volleyball competitions in Atlanta.
town, he will take m the awardRay Arsenault, history, lecJoanne McQueen, advancement,
winning
Broadway
shows
Rent
and
tured at Cambridge University on
will
choo-choo to Des Moines, Iowa,
Bring
In
Da
Noise!
Bring
in
Da
the origins of the civil rights moveto
visit
her son.
Funk!
Jerry
will
also
travel
to
the
ment in May. He also was a commenCyndie
Collins, education, and
Canadian
shore
of
Lake
Erie
for
a
tator at the Southern Intellectual
family reunion.
her husband will visit Big Canoe,
History Group's conference at
Ga., where they will hike and ride
Deb Henry, library, and her
Cambridge's Sidney-Sussex College,
horses. Cyndie plans to take golf
family will tour Utah's natural _
speaking on Southern conservatism
lessons while there! Needless to say,
attractions and attend a family
and civil rights. In April, Arsenault
reunion in New Jersey.
she also intends to canoe.
traveled to Greece and Turkey to
Ruth Short, education, and her
Susan Sherwood, library, heads
lecture on modern American politics
dog, Indigo, will drive to Michigan's
up to St. Augustine to visit family
and culture for the American Studies
Upper Peninsula to visit with frie_nds
and do some sailing.
Institute, sponsored by the U.S.
and family·.
Lau-ra Runge, English, and her
Information Agency and the
Fulbright Commission.
Marva Gurley, marine science,
- _will retire July 25 after 11 years of
service. She plans to travel the state
Faculty/Staff Submittal Form
more frequently, visiting her sister in
Brooksville and her grandson on the
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Campus ext.: _ _ __
East Coast. Enjoy your free time,
Marva, and thanks for your years of
D presentation Dpublication Oelection Oappointment Oawards
hard work!
Jacob Neusner, religious
College/Department/Position :_ _ _...:____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
studies, and his son, N oam, recently
published The Price of Excellence:
Brief Explanation of Activity: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _---,-Universities ~n Conflict During the

~-----~--~----------------~
LET US KNOW WHAT YOU'RE UP TO.

Cold War. He also published The
Presence of the Past, the Pastness of
the Present.
Darryl Paulson, government,
spoke on the ethics of political
campaign commercials June 20 in
Tampa for the Florida Humanities
Council's Center for Teachers program.
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